
ST. ALBANS AND HARPENDEN PATIENT GROUP. 

NEWSLETTER, NOVEMBER 2016. 
To all members, associates and supporters. 

GOOD NEWS! 

On 4th. October West Herts Hospitals Trust (WHHT) and Herts Valleys Clinical Commissioning 

Group (HVCCG) announced that the strategic review (Your Care, Your Future) on hospital re-

configuration had persuaded them to re-develop Watford and St. Albans Hospitals. 

Thus our NEXT OPEN MEETING (30th. November) is to be addressed by Cameron Ward (HVCCG’s 

Accountable Officer) and David Evans (Programme Leader Your Care, Your Future). 

They will speak on “The Future of Watford and St. Albans Hospitals” and we hope that they will 

tell us what we can actually expect at St. Albans, safeguarding our hospital’s future.  

As usual, the meeting will start at 7.00 p.m. and will be held in Committee Room 1 at the District 

Council’s Offices, Civic Centre, St. Peter’s Street, St. Albans, 

Do come along. If you really can’t make it, please send me any points you’d like to make or 

questions you’d like to ask, and I’ll put them on your behalf. 

SAPG and HOSPITAL RE-CONFIGURATION. 

SAPG had preferred the provision of acute and emergency care in a new-build hospital on a central 

green-field site plus the retention at St. Albans of as much planned surgery and as many other 

services as were clinically viable. However, it became clear that a new-build on a green-field site 

was impracticable because of the very high estimated cost. SAPG has decided to be pragmatic and 

support the decision announced on 4th. October, which retains planned surgery and other services 

at St. Albans and promises substantial redevelopment. We hope that our speakers will tell us 

about the details. That, of course, is where the devil lies. 

ST. ALBANS DISTRICT COUNCIL and HOSPITAL RE-CONFIGURATION. 

1) The Council’s Health and Wellbeing Committee (chaired by Cllr. Robert Donald) had also preferred 

a green-field site and the retention of St. Albans but, assuming that the former does prove 

impracticable, supports the 4th. October decision, as does the full Council (led by Cllr. Julian Daly). 

The Council may send an all-party delegation to meet one of the Health Ministers. 

2) The Council is supporting our meeting on 30th. November. We are grateful to Cllrs. Donald and 

Daly and to their officials, who have made many of the arrangements, not least securing publicity, to 

encourage members of the general public to attend. 

OTHER LOCAL HEALTH NEWS. 

1) WHHT has announced that from the early hours of Wednesday 16th. November car access to 

Watford General  will no longer be via the entrance on Vicarage Road, but via a new road (Thomas 

Sawyer Way) leading off Dalton Way near Bushey Arches. If, like me, you are frequently confused by 

the road system in Watford, I advise you to ensure that you check up on this new route. 



2) St. Albans and Harpenden GP’s are concerned about “frequent flyers” who put GP and ambulance 

services under pressure. They are people who demand GP and emergency care for conditions that 

don’t need it, such as runny noses or scratched fingers.  They clog up the system and take up time 

and facilities that should be devoted to people who really do need care. 

3) One of our members, Graham Phillips, has alerted the local media (see page 8 of the “Herts. 

Advertiser” on 3rd. November) to the risk that a reduction in government funding to pharmacies 

could force the closure of independent pharmacies, leaving patients in some areas without adequate 

access to advice and to dispensing. We are taking a close interest in this issue. 

 

NATIONAL HEALTH NEWS. 

1) Worries about NHS funding continue. Representatives of the General Medical Council (GP’s) and 

the NHS Federation (provider institutions) have given interviews on Radio 4 saying that a shortfall 

between need for and supply of hospital facilities is causing a crisis. For example, the number of 

beds has fallen, as has the money allocated to social services, worsening the long-standing problem 

of discharging elderly patients. They spoke of “an atmosphere of pressure and unease”. 

2) The Care Quality Commission (CQC) has found another prestigious hospital wanting. Several 

months ago Addenbrookes, Cambridge, was criticised. Now St. George’s, Tooting, has been criticised 

for having deficient operating theatres. (WHHT had a CQC follow-up inspection in September and 

awaits the result. WHHT deserves recognition for its many attempt to improve.) 

3) The Local Government Ombudsman (an official who investigates complaints against local 

authorities) said in her recent annual report that complaints about care in patients’ own homes had 

risen by 25% and complaints about care homes had risen by 20% in the year to March 2016. Some of 

her findings are deeply disturbing. (See page 20 of “The Times” on 10th. November.) 

 

DON’T FORGET OUR NEXT MEETING! 

Wednesday 30th. November, 7.00 p.m., Committee Room 1, Council Offices.  

“The Future of Watford and St. Albans Hospitals.” 

(If there is time the meeting will be followed by our AGM so bring along our Annual Report. It will be 

sent out before then. If there is not time for the AGM we will postpone it till our January meeting.) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                        

Please forward this “Newsletter” to anyone you think would be interested in attending our 

meetings. We would be especially grateful if those of you who are members of a GP Practice Patient 

Group would ask for it to be forwarded to other PPG members 

Best wishes,  John Wigley (Chair, SAPG)                                       johnwigley33@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

  

 



  

  


